
The European 
Commission





• The Commission manages and runs the European Union by 
upholding the common interest

• Members: since 2004 one for each member state, appointed for a 
five-year term by agreement between the member states, the 
approval by the European Parliament is necessary

• The European Parliament can make a motion against the 
Commission as a whole aiming on its resign

• Competences:  Right of initiative, ‘Guardian of the Treaties’, 
ensureing the implementation of the regulations and directives 
adopted by the Council and Parliament in the member states; 
compliance can be forced by a trial at the Court of Justice, 
management of the EU’s common policies and the budget for 
these policies.

• Commissions admnistration: 36 Directorates General (DGs) and 
services.
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